Proposal for the Rulebook on Amendments to the Rulebook on the Implementation of a Public Call and a
Public Tender for the Selection of Cultural Programs and Cultural Projects dated 1 September 2016

REASONING:

In the proposed amendment to the Rulebook on the implementation of public invitations and public
tenders for the selection of cultural programs and cultural projects (Official Gazette of the Republic of
Slovenia, No. 43/10), two changes are envisaged, which will have a significant impact on the position of
applicants:

1. The proposed rulebook provides that the entire texts of calls for tenders and invitations are no
longer published in the Official Gazette of the RS, as was envisaged until now, but only a notice
is published in the Official Gazette of the RS that the text of the public tender or public invitation is
published online pages of the Ministry of Culture.

The purpose of this change is primarily to reduce the costs incurred by the Ministry through
numerous publications in the Official Gazette. We are of the opinion that most potential
applicants are not already familiar with the texts of tenders and invitations through publications in
the Official Gazette and that therefore their rights will not be curtailed. In addition, the text of the
tender or invitation, as before, will always be available in physical form at the Ministry's
headquarters.

2. Priortoissuing a decision, applicants are no longer expected to be notified of the proposed
assessment and opinion of the expert committee.

So far, all eligible applicants of complete and timely applications have received a notice before
the issuance of decisions, in which the evaluation of the application and the opinion of the expert
committee that evaluated the application were stated. Applicants were asked to respond if they
believe that the expert committee's opinion and assessment are incorrect. Based on the response
received, the expert committee reviewed the application once more and gave a final opinion and
assessment. Based on this, it was then decided which applications would be accepted for
financing and which would be rejected.

In practice, it has been shown that the assessment and opinion of the commission changes in a negligible
number of cases after receiving the applicant's response, and that this phase of the procedure did not
prove to be effective or that it did not contribute to more legal or professional results. Due to the sending
of notifications with registered shipments and the processing of responses, the entire process is
extended by at least one month. At a time when budget years are getting shorter and shorter, and given
the few cases in which the assessment of the expert committee changes after receiving the answer, this
seems to us to be pointless. According to the perceived responses, the elimination of notices in the call or
tender process also represents the elimination of administrative obstacles and additional burdens for

applicants.




