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Peticija: Mocnejsa prihodnost za podezelsko Evropo

Podpisite to peticijo in zagotovite, da bodo glasovi podezelja sliSani in da bo
participativni razvoj ostal v srediS¢u politike EU!

Podezelska obmocja nujno potrebujejo pozornost

Podezelska obmocdja po vsej Evropski uniji se soo€ajo z vedno vecjimi izzivi: staranje
prebivalstva, izseljevanje mladih, gospodarska stagnacija, omejen dostop do storitev in
naraSc¢ajoci pritiski zaradi geopoliticnih premikov. Ta obmocja v osprediju kritiCnih prednostnih
nalog EU, vklju€no z varnostjo preskrbe s hrano, prilagajanjem podnebiju in teritorialno kohezijo.
Da bi Evropa uspevala, morajo njena podezelska obmocja ostati zivahna, odporna in dobro
povezana.

Obmejne regije se soocajo z vecjo skrbjo glede varnosti, skupaj z izgubo prebivalstva,
konkurenénostjo in socialnimi vprasaniji, kar zahteva moc¢nej$a lokalna omrezja in gospodarsko
stabilnost. Medtem mladi potrebujejo prepricljive razloge, da ostanejo — priloZznosti za
izobrazevanje, zaposlitev, kulturo in druzbeno zivljenje. Brez dinami¢nih lokalnih gospodarstev
se bo odseljevanje mladih nadaljevalo, kar bo oslabilo skupnosti in zmanj$alo vzdrznost
podezelskega zivljenja. EU je Ze veckrat poudarila pravico do bivanja na podezelju, s Cimer je
zagotovila, da zivljenje na podeZelju ostane izvedljiva in privlacna izbira.

V srediScu teh izzivov je priloznost: participativna razvojna orodja, ki lokalnim
prebivalcem omogoc¢ajo, da sami oblikujejo svojo prihodnost.

Program LEADER in lokalni razvoj, ki ga vodi skupnost (CLLD) Ze ve¢ kot 30 let dokazujeta, da
lahko participativni pristopi od spodaj navzgor uspeSno obravnavajo izzive na podezelju. Preko
lokalnih akcijskih skupin (LAS) ta orodja mobilizirajo lokalno znanje, krepijo socialni kapital in
izvajajo inovativne reSitve, prilagojene posebnim potrebam vsake skupnosti.

LEADER/CLLD zagotavlja:

» Gospodarske priloznosti: podpora malim podjetjem, trajnostnemu turizmu, digitalnim
inovacijam in lokalnim prehranskim sistemom.

« Zadrzanje mladih: ustvarjanje lokalnih delovnih mest, programov usposabljanja in storitev,
ki naredijo podezelje privlaCno okolje za Zivljenje in delo, kar krepi pravico do bivanja.

« Socialne inovacije: omogocanje podezelskim skupnostim, da razvijejo reSitve za osnovne
storitve, zeleni prehod in kulturno vitalnost.

« Mocnejsa integracija v EU: LAS naj postanejo prave sti¢ne tocke z Evropo, spodbujajo
demokrati¢no udelezbo in zmanjSujejo podezelski evro skepticizem.

« Socialni kapital: participativni razvoj in sodelovanje krepita socialni kapital obmodij, kar
vodi k boljsi kakovosti Zivljenja na podezelju.

Posten dogovor za podezelsko Evropo: nase zahteve, reSitev

Podezelska obmocdja predstavljajo 80 % ozemlja EU in na njih Zivi priblizno 30 % njenega
prebivalstva. Kljub njihovemu kriti€nemu pomenu in uspehu LEADER-CLLD se od njih zahteva,
da naredijo ve€ z manj financiranja. Poleg tega ob izzivih, s katerimi se trenutno sooc¢a EU, ne
smemo pozabiti, da so podezelska obmocja prednostna razvojna naloga. Brez cvetoCega
podezelja ne bo Evrope.
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Da bi v celoti izkoristili potencial participativhega razvoja podezelja, pozivamo Evropsko
komisijo, da:

1. So orodja participativhega razvoja podezelja obvezna v vseh drzavah ¢lanicah EU v
naslednjem vecletnem finanénem okviru (MFF), s Cimer se zagotovi, da LEADER/CLLD
ostane osrednji steber teritorialnih politik EU.

2. VKlju€i LEADER/CLLD v vec politik EU in zaS¢€iti njegovo proracunsko dodelitev z
namenskim ozna€evanjem, vkljuéno s skupno kmetijsko politiko (SKP) in kohezijsko
politiko, ob priznavanju, da razvoj podezelja presega kmetijstvo. ob tem mora biti jasno
opredeljeno kaj obsega razvoj podezelja.

3. Okrepi in prizna vlogo lokalnih akcijskih skupin (LAS) kot klju€nih pospesevalcev politik
EU na lokalni ravni kot klju€nih deleznikov pri preprecevanju in boju proti dezinformacijam,
s Cimer postanejo priznani partnerji pri upravljanju in prizadevanjih za evropsko
povezovanije.

4. Poenostavi dostop do financiranja z zmanj$anjem upravnih bremen in zagotovitvijo, da
mehanizmi ve¢ skladov podpirajo u€inkovite pobude, ki jih vodi skupnost, skupaj z
zavezanostjo EU k zmanjSanju birokracije s strani drzav €lanic in krepitvi zmogljivosti
lokalnega upravljanja.

5. Poveca financiranje za LEADER/CLLD na raven, ki odraza njegov dokazan ucinek in
vlogo pri reSevanju podezelskih izzivov.

Vse te zahteve so v skladu z Dolgoro¢no vizijo za podezelska obmocja (LTVRA), deklaracijo
Pakta za podezelje in Vizijo za kmetijstvo in prehrano 2040, ki izhaja iz strateSkega dialoga o
prihodnosti kmetijstva in prehrane. Vsa ta prizadevanja so postavila ambiciozne cilje za
mocnejSa, povezana, odporna in uspesna podezelska obmocja. V celoti podpiramo te zaveze in
pozivamo Evropsko komisijo, naj jih spremeni v konkretna dejanja s prednostno obravnavo
LEADER/CLLD v naslednjem vecletnem finanénem okviru (VFO).

Evropa si ne more privos¢iti, da bi zapustila podezelske skupnosti. Zahtevamo konkretne ukrepe
za vkljucitev LEADER/CLLD v jedro politik EU, zagotavljanje teritorialne kohezije, gospodarske
konkurencnosti, odpornosti na demokracijo in u€inkovit odziv na krizo na podezelju.

Podpisite to peticijo in zagotovite, da bodo glasovi podezelja sliSani in da bo
participativni razvoj ostal v srediS¢u politike EU!
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Petition: A Stronger Future for Rural Europe

Sign this petition to ensure that rural voices are heard, and that participatory
development remains at the heart of EU policy!

Rural areas need urgent attention

Rural areas across the European Union face growing challenges: an ageing population, youth
outmigration, economic stagnation, limited access to services, and increasing pressures from
geopolitical shifts. These regions are also at the forefront of critical EU priorities, including food
security, climate adaptation, and territorial cohesion. For Europe to thrive, its rural areas must
remain vibrant, resilient, and well-connected.

Border regions are experiencing heightened security concerns, along with population loss,
competitiveness and social issues, demanding stronger local networks and economic stability.
Meanwhile, young people need compelling reasons to stay—opportunities for education, jobs,
culture, and social life. Without dynamic local economies, rural youth will continue to leave,
weakening communities and reducing the sustainability of rural life. The EU has repeatedly
emphasised the right to stay in rural areas—ensuring that living in the countryside remains a
viable and attractive choice.


https://ramovs.si21.com/admin/public/mailurl.php?u=273503&m=3515&o=--AAHQtzvs4zMnMLJ3CSvUdLLFtSskUzPdt02iSKpgyy-bl
https://ramovs.si21.com/admin/public/mailurl.php?u=273503&m=3515&o=--AAHQtzvs4zMnMLJ3CSvUdLLFtSskUzPdt02iSKpgyy-bl
https://ramovs.si21.com/admin/public/mailurl.php?u=273503&m=3515&o=--AAHMdzPt4zMnMLJ3CSvUdLLFtSskUzPdt02iSKpgyy-bl
https://ramovs.si21.com/admin/public/mailurl.php?u=273503&m=3515&o=--AAHMdzPt4zMnMLJ3CSvUdLLFtSskUzPdt02iSKpgyy-bl

At the heart of these challenges lies an opportunity: participatory development tools that
empower local people to shape their own future.

For over 30 years, LEADER and community-led local development (CLLD) have demonstrated
that bottom-up, participatory approaches can successfully address rural challenges. Through
Local Action Groups (LAGSs), these tools mobilise local knowledge, build social capital, and
implement innovative solutions tailored to each community’s specific needs.

LEADER/CLLD provides:

« Economic opportunities: supporting small businesses, sustainable tourism, digital
innovation, and local food systems.

» Youth retention: creating local jobs, training programmes, and services that make rural
areas attractive places to live and work, reinforcing the right to stay.

« Social innovation: enabling rural communities to develop solutions for essential services,
green transitions, and cultural vitality.

« Stronger EU integration: making LAGs real points of contact with Europe, enhancing
democratic participation, and countering rural euroscepticism.

» Social capital: the process of participatory development greatly increases the social capital
of areas taking part in it, which in turn leads to a better quality of life in our rural areas

A fair deal for rural Europe: our demands, the solution

Rural areas represent 80% of the EU’s territory and are home to approximately 30% of its
population. Despite their critical importance and the success of LEADER-CLLD, they are being
asked to do more with less funding. Additionally, amidst the challenges that the EU is currently
facing, we must not forget that rural areas are a priority. Without thriving rural areas, there will be
no Europe.

To fully harness the potential of participatory rural development, we call on the European
Commission to:

1. Make participatory rural development tools mandatory across all EU member states in the
next multiannual financial framework (MFF), ensuring that leader/CLLD remains a core
pillar of EU territorial policies.

2. Integrate LEADER/CLLD into multiple EU policies and protect its budgetary allocation with
earmarking, including the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and Cohesion Policy,
recognising that rural development extends beyond agriculture. With this, a clear definition
of what rural development encompasses must be advertised.

3. Strengthen and recognise the role of Local Action Groups (LAGs) as key facilitators of EU
policies at the local level, and as key stakeholders in preventing and fighting
disinformation, making them recognised partners in governance and European integration
efforts.

4. Simplify access to funding by reducing administrative burdens and ensuring multi-fund
mechanisms support efficient, community-led initiatives, along with the EU’s commitment
to reducing red tape from member states and enhancing local governance capacity.

5. Increase funding for LEADER-CLLD, at a level that matches its proven impact and
expanded role in tackling rural challenges

These demands are all in line with the long-term vision for rural areas (LTVRA), the Rural Pact
declaration, and the Vision for Agriculture and Food 2040, itself flowing from the Strategic
Dialogue on the future of Agriculture and Food, which have all set ambitious goals for stronger,
connected, resilient, and prosperous rural territories. We fully support these commitments and
urge the European commission to translate them into concrete actions by prioritising
LEADER/CLLD within the next multiannual financial framework (MFF).



Europe cannot afford to leave rural communities behind. We demand concrete action to embed
LEADER/CLLD at the core of EU policies, ensuring territorial cohesion, economic
competitiveness, democratic resilience, and effective rural crisis response.

Sign this petition to ensure that rural voices are heard, and that participatory
development remains at the heart of EU policy!
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